
  

 

 

BIB 101 Old Testament Survey 
4C Ministry Institute 3 Units 
  

Course Description 

This course surveys the content and theology of the Old Testament and provides an introductory 

framework for interpreting it well. Utilizing the Old Testament in ministry settings through its use 

as a lens through which to view faith and culture is emphasized. Special attention is given to Christ 

as the fulfillment of Old Testament messianic expectation.  
 

Course Rationale 

Many Christians view the Old Testament as a collection of scattered stories of violence, strange 

laws, and confusing prophecies. It’s difficult for many believers to make a connection between 

the Old Testament and day-to-day faith. But the Old Testament is all about Christ. It documents 

human anticipation of and longing for a solution to the brokenness that humanity continually 

brings on itself. And it’s a record of God’s sovereign and creative direction of history toward the 

Christ. As followers of Christ eavesdrop on the story of the Hebrews as they struggle with what 

it means to be the people of God, we are drawn deeper into that story ourselves, and into the God 

who authors human redemption.  

 

Course Outcomes 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 

O1. Identify basic genres of material in the Old Testament (e.g., prose narrative, legal code, 

poetic verse) and practice sound hermeneutical approaches to these genres.  

O2. Identify the key events in the Old Testament and their effect on the Hebrew people and 

nation of Israel. 

O3. Identify the key themes in events in the Old Testament that point to the person of Christ 

and set the stage for the New Testament. 

O4. Utilize a working knowledge of the content, context, theological themes, and literary 

concepts of the Old Testament. 

O5. Demonstrate an understanding of the broad foundational issues related to the use and 

interpretation of the Old Testament. 

O6. Effectively communicate the relevancy and Christocentric nature of the Old Testament 

and apply it to personal, vocational, and cultural contexts. 

 

Professor 

Rob Fleenor, PhD (robfleenor@gmail.com) -- 513.227.8754 (m) 

 

mailto:robfleenor@gmail.com


 

Textbooks 

Longman, Tremper. Introducing the Old Testament: A Short Guide to Its History and Message. 

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012. 

Williams, Michael James. How to Read the Bible through the Jesus Lens: A Guide to Christ-

Focused Reading of Scripture. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012. 

 

Learning Experiences 

Videos & Notes 

Videos are posted for each week in Top Hat that cover important course content and serve as the 

primary basis for exam content. Videos should be viewed at the beginning of the week as the 

foundation for the rest of the week’s content. For each video list at least five key points that 

summarize the content. Notes may be used during the exams. (O1; O2; O3; O4; O5; O6) 

Reading and Reading Notes 

The textbooks should be read and assignments completed according to the schedule at the end of 

the syllabus. (O1; O2; O3; O4; O5; O6) 

• For Longman’s Introducing the Old Testament, answer the Questions for Review and 

Discussion at the end of each chapter according to the reading schedule. For week 12, 

read the section on the prophets in its entirety, but pick TWO of the major prophets 

(Isaiah–Daniel) and THREE of the minor prophets (Hosea–Malachi) and answer the 

questions at the end of the chapters of your five selections. The questions for each section 

will be due each week according to the schedule at the end of the syllabus. 

• Read Williams’ How to Read the Bible through the Jesus Lens and write FOUR one-page 

Christ-centered devotionals rooted in FOUR different Old Testament books from each 

section of the Old Testament (Torah, Histories, Wisdom, and Prophets) by utilizing 

Williams’ perspective discussed in those chapters. These four devotionals will be due at 

the end of week 11. 

• A self-reported reading assessment reporting the percentage of reading should be 

submitted with each assignment for each book. 

Discussion Forums 

Students will participate in the weekly discussion forums posted in Top Hat. Students should 

compose a well-written response to the topic prompt and respond to at least two of the responses 

written by peers. In responding to colleagues, strive to move beyond generic congratulatory 

comments and into areas of thoughtful discussion. Always maintain respectful dialogue in these 

conversations. (O4; O5; O6) 

Reflection Pages 

A prompt on an apologetic topic will be posted in Top Hat each week. Respond with a single 

page response to the prompt focusing on how you would respond to the issue if someone were to 

ask. Beyond the “correct” answer to a thorny question, discuss how you would engage the 

question in conversation. (O4; O5; O6) 

 



 

Exams 

Two exams will be given at the middle and the end of the course. The first exam will cover the 

hermeneutics related to the Old Testament, and the second exam will cover content related to 

Old Testament content. Exam 1 must be completed by the end of week 7. Exam 2 must be 

completed by the end of week 12. (O1; O2; O3; O4; O5; O6) 

Course Requirements and Grade Weights 

Videos and Video Notes (160 points) 

Reading and Reading Notes (180 points) 

Discussion Forums (180 points) 

Reflection Pages (180 points) 

Exam 1 (150 points) 

Exam 2 (150 points) 

 

Tutoring 
Students in need of academic coaching or tutoring should contact the Educational Specialist to 

schedule an appointment. All services are free to current students.   
 

Disability Services 
Students who require academic accommodations due to a documented physical, psychological, 

or learning disability should request assistance from the Educational Specialist within the first 

two weeks of class. You may contact the Educational Specialist by phone (859) 248-2872 or 

email at admin@4CMinistry.org.   

Professors reserve the right to amend the syllabus and/or course agenda at any time, with notice given to students regarding 

changes. Further course information is found on the course Top Hat site, which will also be edited to reflect any course changes. 

Top Hat will serve as the ultimate controlling guide for this course. 

 

Academic Integrity 
All work, other than material properly cited, is to be the original product of the student.  

Plagiarism will result in failure of an assignment and potential failure of the class. [See 

catalog/handbook for further description of policies.] 

 

Make-Up Work 
Students are personally responsible for securing and making up any missed work. If absence is 

required, it should be cleared ahead of time to avoid grade penalty, with assignments still due on 

scheduled dates. 

 
  

A = 950 - 1000  C = 770 -799 

 A- = 920 - 949  C- = 740 - 769 

 B+ = 890 - 919  D+ = 710-739 

 B = 860 - 889  D = 680 - 709 

 B- = 830 - 859  D- = 650 - 679 

 C+ = 800 - 829  F = 0 - 649 



 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
See Top Hat for fuller description of  

assignments, readings, and due dates 

Week 1 

• Intro to Hermeneutics, Canon 

Formation, Translations, etc. 

• Watch Week 1 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 1 

• Submit Reflection Page 1 

Week 2 

• Interpretation: Overview, 

Christology 

• Watch Week 2 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 2 

• Submit Reflection Page 2 

Week 3 

• Interpreting Narrative & Law 

• Watch Week 3 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 3 

• Submit Reflection Page 3 

Week 4 

• Interpreting Poetry & 

Prophecy 

• Watch Week 4 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 4 

• Submit Reflection Page 4 

Week 5 

• Torah—Genesis, Exodus 

• Watch Week 5 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 5 

• Submit Reflection Page 5 

• Read Longman chapters 1–3 and answer Questions for Review for each chapter 

Week 6 

• Torah–Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy 

• Complete Exam 1 

• Watch Week 6 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 6 

• Submit Reflection Page 6 

• Read Longman chapters 4–6 and answer Questions for Review for each chapter 

Week 7 

• Settlement 

• Watch Week 7 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 7 

• Submit Reflection Page 7 

• Read Longman chapters 7–9 and answer Questions for Review for each chapter 

Week 8 

• United Monarchy 

• Watch Week 8 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 8 

• Submit Reflection Page 8 

• Read Longman chapter 10 and answer Questions for Review for that chapter 

Week 9 

• Divided Monarchy 

• Watch Week 9 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 9 

• Submit Reflection Page 9 

• Read Longman chapters 11–12 and answer Questions for Review for each chapter 

Week 10 

• Exile, Return, and Prospective 

• Watch Week 10 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 10 

• Submit Reflection Page 10 

• Read Longman chapters 13–14 and answer Questions for Review for each chapter 

Week 11 

• Wisdom Literature 

• Watch Week 11 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 11 

• Submit Reflection Page 11 

• Submit four devotionals based on Williams’ How to Read the Bible through the 

Jesus Lens 

• Read Longman chapters 15–36 and answer Questions for Review for TWO 

chapters on the major prophets and THREE chapters on the minor prophets 

Week 12 

• Prophets 

• Complete Exam 2 

• Watch Week 12 Videos & Submit Notes 

• Discussion Forum 12 

• Submit Reflection Page 12 

 


